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Introduction
All of us have read articles about the many incredible ways that “e-business” could have a positive impact on our company’s success, efficiency and growth. And although the benefits are extremely apparent, there is always the big “IF”. If you implement this system… If you purchase this technology… If you are e-commerce ready… Let it be known, FRMBC has taken the “IF” out of e-business! Introducing the FRMBC Procurement Portal a Members-Only e-Procurement Portal that is designed to increase buying and selling transactions with corporations and MBEs. Better yet, it is free for all FRMBC members and all you need is Internet access to take advantage of it.

The Basics
The FRMBC Procurement Portal automates the RFQ or RFP process for both buyers and suppliers. All FRMBC members have Buyer access to use the system to issue a Request for Quote or Proposal quickly and easily by filling out the online forms and inviting any of the MBE members to participate. When a MBE member is invited to participate they will receive an automatic email notification of the opportunity. The email will include a hyperlink that will take you directly to the page in the website that will allow you to see the RFQ details and Submit a quote online for the RFQ. All quotes will be accessible online for the buyer to review.

The Benefits
The FRMBC Procurement Portal promotes transaction-based business among council members, both corporate and MBE. It is made available to all members, which goes a long way in leveling the playing field in today’s world of e-business. Benefits include: FREE and EASY to use; Contracts at your Fingertips; Efficient Online Quoting; Preferred Corporate Process; Promotes MBE to MBE Business; Tomorrow’s Technology Today!

Take Action
The technology has been implemented by FRMBC and is already in use. Members should be aware of how to access the portal and how the portal operates. The portal is accessed online at http://www.sfmsdc.org/procurement.html or from links provided on FRMBC’s home page. It is particularly important that members be aware of their FRMBC username and password. Instructional help files for how to use the portal are available online. Whether you need to procure goods or services the FRMBC Procurement Portal is ready and available to streamline the process. 

Note to Suppliers
Invitations to quote on bid opportunities will be sent to your company’s primary FRMBC contact in the form of an email. It is vital that action is taken when bid invitations are received. Buyers have purposefully invited you to participate in an opportunity and the electronic nature of the RFQ should not be perceived as being any different from receiving a bid package in the mail. In the event that you are unable to provide a quote you must still login and simply choose the “No Bid” option that is provided on the quote form. If the Buyer does not receive any response at all from your company then you should not expect to receive future invitations.

Summary
Have you ever wished there was a simple, fun and easy way to go out for bid on an item that you needed to purchase? Has the eCommerce revolution made you feel like it is too hard to compete? Are you looking for ways to increase your visibility and get more bid opportunities? The answers are all found within the new FRMBC Procurement Portal. Don’t be left out, do join the mainstream, don’t ignore the opportunity, and do make it a point to respond – it’s the future!
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